
Reckoning with the Black Radical Tradition: A Conference in Honor of Jack O’Dell
Saturday, January 13, 2024

University of Washington, Seattle

Program current as of December 22, 2023

All sessions will be held in the Husky Union Building (HUB) on the University of
Washington Seattle campus. Rooms are listed below.

Note: Registration is required for morning, afternoon, and evening plenaries.
Register here: https://labor.washington.edu/odell

8-8:45 a.m. Breakfast

8:45-9 a.m. Welcome

9-10 a.m. Opening Plenary (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)

Why the Black Radical Tradition Matters Now
Location: Lyceum (Room 160), Husky Union Building (HUB)

Roderick Ferguson, Yale University
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, Princeton University

Chair: LaTaSha Levy, UW
Discussant: Chandan Reddy, UW

10:15-11:45 a.m. Panels

Jack O’Dell, Radical Thinker and Innovative Strategist
Location: Room 145, Husky Union Building (HUB)

Jack O’Dell and the Southern Freedom Movement
Michael Honey, University of Washington, Tacoma

A Black Working-Class Vantage on the World System: Interpreting Ewart Guinier,
Jack O’Dell, James Boggs and Bill Fletcher Jr.
Tejasvi Nagaraja, Cornell University

https://labor.washington.edu/odell


We Fight for What We Fought For: Jack O’Dell and the American Veterans
Committee
Matthew Nichter, Rollins College

Chair: Christopher Tounsel (University of Washington)
Discussant: Habiba Ibrahim (University of Washington)

Reckoning with Land and Gender in the Black Diaspora
Location: Room 250, Husky Union Building (HUB)

The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth: Black Women’s Radical
Testimony
Crystal Feimster, Yale University

Women’s Conceptualizations of Transformative and Repairable Intimate
Relationships in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Haiti
Bianca Dang, UW

Consent, Sexualized Violence, and the Emancipation of the Body
Frances O’Shaughnessy, UW

Re-membering Jack O’Dell’s Legacy to Re-imagine Today’s Freedom Dreams
Bianca Beauchemin, York University

Chair: Ileana Rodríguez-Silva, UW
Discussant: Stephanie Smallwood, UW

Anticolonialism and Antifascism
Location: Room 334, Husky Union Building (HUB)

West Coast Solidarity: Black Antifascism and the Spanish Civil War, 1936–1939
Javier Muñoz, UCLA

Claudia Jones and Liberation through Peace
Denise Lynn, University of Southern Indiana

Marching Blacks: Police Brutality and the Struggle Against “Native Fascism”
Luther Adams-Free Man of Color, UW, Tacoma

Chair: Oliver Rollins, UW; Discussant: Sonnet Retman, UW



Noon-12:45 p.m. Lunch (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)

Screening of Rami Katz’s The Issue of Mr. O’Dell (2018)
Location: Lyceum (Room 160), Husky Union Building (HUB)

12:45-1:45 p.m. Lunch Plenary (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)

The Fierce Urgency of Now: A 20-Year Retrospective
Location: Lyceum (Room 160), Husky Union Building (HUB)

Charlie Demers, comedian and author
Karen Ferguson, Simon Fraser University
John J. Munro, University of Birmingham (UK)
Cara Ng, researcher and activist
Ian Rocksborough-Smith, University of the Fraser Valley

2-3:30 p.m. Roundtables

Roundtable on Jack O’Dell’s Vision of Transforming Political Power: The
Washington State Rainbow Coalition
Location: Room 145, Husky Union Building (HUB)

Bob Barnes
Cindy Domingo, Legacy of Equality Leadership & Organizing (LELO)
Larry Gossett, former M.L. King County Councilmember
Rosalinda Guillen, Community to Community Development
Rick Harwood (Seattle University)
Alec Stephens
Helena Stephens

Roundtable on Framing Black Radicalism
Location: Room 250, Husky Union Building (HUB)

Moderator: Dan Berger, UW, Bothell
Blair L. M. Kelley, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Arun Kundnani, writer and independent scholar
Maurice BP-Weeks, Labor and Abolition Fellow, Interrupting Criminalization



4-5:30 p.m. Panels

Revisiting the Radical 1960s
Location: Room 145, Husky Union Building (HUB)

Fighting for “Union Power, Soul Power”: Jack O’Dell’s “Special Variety of
Colonialism” and the 1969 Hospital Workers’ Rebellion Against Empire
Daniel Cumming, Johns Hopkins University

James “Jimmy” Garrett, Community Organizing, and the Black Student Union
Marc Robinson, California State University, San Bernardino

Chair: Bill Lyne, Western Washington University
Discussant: M. Aziz, UW

Black and Red on the Waterfront
Location: Room 250, Husky Union Building (HUB)

Moderator: Zack Pattin, ILWU Local 23
Peter Cole, Western Illinois University
Clarence Thomas, ILWU Local 10, retired
Gabriel Prawl, President, A. Philip. Randolph Institute

5:30-7 p.m. Break

7-9 p.m. Dinner and Closing Plenary (REGISTRATION REQUIRED)

Remembering Jack O’Dell, Advancing the Black Radical Tradition
Location: Lyceum (Room 160), Husky Union Building (HUB)

Gene Bruskin, trade unionist, activist, and playwright
Robin D. G. Kelley, UCLA
Sharon Maeda, activist, feminist, and journalist
Nikhil Pal Singh, New York University


